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Appended to the section on Diarrhoea is a new 
and useful summary, with diagrams, of the life- 
history of the house-fly. 

The section on Tuberculosis has been consider- 
ably amplified, as was to have been expected in 
view of recent developments in the administrative 
control of the disease. The question of sanatoria 
for consumptives is shortly discussed, and the 
bearing of the National Insurance Act on tuber- 
culosis considered. 

The chapter on Sanitary Law and Administra- 
tion contains an abstract of the Tuberculosis 
Order, 19i 3. 

The book has even from its first edition been a 
favourite with the student of public health, and 
the present edition is likely to be in no degree less 
popular. It is clearly written and easy to read. 
It may be mentioned that the index is not quite 
up to the standard of the book. Thus a chance 
reference to it for "intercepting t raps"  ended in 
disappointment. 

A SERIES OF CASES OF LEAD POISONING IN 

CATTLE. A short account is given in the Giornale 
della R. Societtz Italian~ d'Igibne, (August 31, 1913. 
Vol. xxxv., No. 8), of a series of cases of lead 
poisoning involving the cows in one of three cow- 
sheds. In the space of i8 months 14 nailch-cows 
fell ill. Of these, five succumbed to the illness 
and the rest were slaughtered. The symptoms 
involved the nervous and digestive systems : -  
General tremor, loss of recognition of obstacles 
and of sense of direction, muscular contractions 
and rigidity of the neck, diarrhoea, followed by 
sero-mucous discharge from the rectum. 

The cattle in question had been pastured in a 
field the grass of which was coated with dust from 
adjoining smelting works. Analysis of the dust 
showed that it contained o'6r grammes of lead 
per kilogramme. Lead was also found in the 
tissues of the affected cows. The cattle in the 
remaining two cowsheds escaped owing to their 
pasture ground being at such a distance from the 
smelting works that the dust did not reach it. 

The Sanitary Department prohibited the use or 
sale of fodder from the contaminated field until 
measures had been taken to deal with the lead- 
laden fumes from the works. No further cases 
occurred. 

MALTA FEVER IN ROME.--The current number 
of the A mmli d'Tgi~ue S~erimenlMe, I9I 3 (Vol. xxiii. 
Fasc. iii), contains several articles of interest. 
Dr. Levi della Vida contributes a paper on an 
epidemic of Malta fever, occurring in a commune 
of the province of Rome among a sparse popula- 
tion and under conditions which favoured an 
exhaustive investigation. Thirty-one persons 
were involved, and the epidemic Was traced to two 
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goats which had been introduced from another 
part of the country. These goats spread the 
disease among their fellows until over 5o per cent. 
of the herd were infected. 

Of the 31 persons who contracted tim disease, 
r 4 apparently were infected through milk. 
Thirteen 6f the remainder were brought into close 
contact with the dust in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of infected goats, and it is suggested that 
they owed their illness to the inhalation of infected 
dust. The remaining 4 cases were probably due 
to contact with patients suffering from the disease. 

SMALLPOX IN PALERlVIo.--Dr. V i n c e n z o  P e r n i c e  
discusses the influence of vaccination on the course 
of the epidemic of smallpox which raged in Palermo 
in 1911 and 1912. The epidemic was an extensive 
one, involving 6,909 patients, with a total of 
2,238 deaths. 

Dr. Pernice concludes from a careful study of 
the statistics available that smallpox is more 
frequent and more severe among the vaccinated 
than among the unvaccinated; that the age 
incidence is lower among the latter than among 
the vaccinated ; that vaccination during the course 
of an epidemic is in no way injurious while it is 
efficacious in controlling tile extent and the 
severity of the disease. Finally he makes the 
important statement that within five years of 
vaccination or re-vaccination about half the 
subjects lose their immunity to fresh vaccination. 
He therefore concludes that re-vaccination should 
be reported as a routine measure at intervals of 
five years. 

TYPHOID EPIDEMIC IN t(6NIGSBERG IN I912.--  
Drs. Solbrig and Schen give an account in the 
Deutsche Vierteljah.rssd~ift /uer Oeffentliche gesund- 
taeit@flege (Vol. xlv., No. 3, I9r3), of an outbreak of 
typhoid fever involving 52 persons in KOnigsberg 
in the autunm of 1912. 

Tile epidemic was traced to a case of typhoid 
fever in a small dairy-farm. The infected .,tools 
were allowed to pass without any form of treat- 
ment into a stream, the water of which was used 
for washing the milk-cans. The cans were, more° 
over, at times placed in the stream to cool, so that 
two means of gross contamination with infected 
excreta were afforded. 

Of the 52 cases, 33 were due directly to infection 
through milk, I9 were due to contact with patients 
suffering from the disease. 

The epidemic was controlled by isolation of the 
sick, disinfection of the premises, temporary 
closure of the stream for trade purposes or for 
drinking, clo,sure of schools--since a number of 
school children had been taken ill--frequent visits 
to infected homes, and the display of warning 
notices by day and of yellow lights by night in 
infected houses. 


